
Places of Labour 

 
Valderice's rural landscape is characterised to this day by the juridical 

evolution of the so-called “parecchiate”, plots of land reclaimed from 

livestock farming and neglect, which from the XV century started to be set 

up within feudal estates originating from the 14 farmhouses of the 

Universitas of Mount San Giuliano.  In such context fortified farms (bagli) 

started to be built, mostly near water springs and on high ground to allow a 

better control and defence of the land.  Also they were planned to allow 

farming and domestic activities to be carried out in a self-sufficient 

manner.  A common element found in many such buildings is the presence 

of the landowners' family crests engraved above the entrance arches or 

painted on the main doors leading to courtyards, such as the crest of the De 

Nobili family in Baglio Mafi. 

 Baglio Cuddìa (today baglio Marini or sometimes also called Baglio 

Sciare) had belonged to the Rizzuto-Sciare estate since the XVI century.  

Situated on high ground and with a prevalently defensive function the 

baglio has preserved the original shape of a fortress with long enclosing 

walls.  The inside courtyard with a well at its centre makes the complex 

look like a pleasant seasonal residence.  In the living quarters good taste 

and practicality are reconciled with traditional forms.  The current owners 

have gathered in a room tools and other objects related to life in the 

ancient baglio. 

 Although it is sometimes described as a villa, baglio Fallucca (today 

Baglio Battiata) is listed among bagli by the historian Vincenzo Perugini 

for both the type of building and the absence of a proper park with trees.  

The baglio was built in the middle of the XVIII century by Baron Matteo 

Fallucca to serve the Rizzuto-Cavaliere estate.  Later it became property of 

the Battiata family and was converted into a summer residence but it has 

not lost its original function as hub of the farm.  The baglio has a square 

plan with the storehouses and some living quarters overlooking the internal 

courtyard.  Access to the landowners living quarters was granted by a 

staircase made of the so-called “misca” stone and designed 'alla trapanese' 

(in the way of Trapani), using a specific method of interlocking the stairs 

so to be freestanding.  A chapel dedicated to the Madonna di Custonaci and 

built at the same time as the baglio next to the entrance gate still holds an 

old and mystic charm.  Behind the altar visitors will find a painting 

representing the Madonna di Custonaci by an unknown author.  In the 



painting the baglio and the surrounding grounds can be seen in the 

background.  The landlords attended mass from a sort of 'choir', which 

they accessed directly from their living quarters.  The history of the chapel 

is tied to the traditional transportation of the sacred image from the 

Sanctuary of Custonaci to Erice.  The procession would stop over by the 

fountain del Cavaliere, located near the baglio, along the royal 'trazzèra' (a 

straight road cutting through fields thought for the passage of cattle) 

linking San Vito Lo Capo with the bottom of Mount Erice.  The 

worshippers would gather under the arch of the Cavaliere and pray to the 

Mother (“bedda matri”), while the Baron Fallucca would offer 

refreshments such as bread, wine, raisins and dried figs (“pane, vino, 

pàssuli e ficu sicchi”).  Baglio Fallucca initially served as forage depot 

although later it was also used as workers lodgings.  After becoming 

property of the Cusenza family, the building was restored and converted 

into a hotel and restaurant and its name has been changed to Baglio 

Santacroce, after a small, no longer existing church mentioned in a Will 

dating back to 1339. 
 


