
Archaeological Sites 

 
Before the Bourbon reform, the histories of Valderice and Erice are 

intertwined.  Research by the scholar from Parma Marchese Guido Dalla 

Rosa at the end of the 1800s, and further research by scholars under 

Francesco Torre at the beginning of the 1880s, has demonstrated that such 

part of Sicily has been inhabited since the Upper Palaeolithic.  Various 

findings from this period include stone tools found in Rocca Giglio and 

linear incisions (probably used to sharpen flint tools) discovered by Torre 

in a cave in Misericordia hamlet. In the same cave Torre also found other 

engravings which he dates back to the Paleochristian period.  The 

engravings represent the Crucifixion with the Golgota at Jesus's feet, a face 

of an old man with a long beard, most likely an image of Christ, and 

another cross engraved on one the the entrance walls.  Further 

archaeological excavations have brought to light interesting artifacts dating 

back to a period between 2200 and 1500 BC.  A fragment of uncoloured 

pottery and a dipper cup were found in a cave in Rocca Giglio, a big rocky 

outcrop where a striking natural environment and intact Mediterranean 

shrubland can still be found. 

 In the old quarries on San Barnaba hill and on the hillside of 

Sant'Andrea neighbourhood facing the sea, some interesting Roman 

artifacts have been found in relation to the presence of a III century Roman 

villa in Sant'Andrea, approximately where the church currently stands.  

Findings include mainly fragments of African red slip ware and amphorae 

as well as an Imperial Roman bronze coin found in a little further away in 

the Valderice district.  So far, studies indicate that the area comprised 

between Valderice-Sant'Andrea and Bonagia was densely populated in the 

period from the III century BC to the IV century AD.  The presence of 

villas of rich Roman landowners shows how the natural beauty of the 

landscape encouraged the use of the area for holidaying. 

 
 


