
Places of worship 

 

 
To fully appreciate the locals' way of life, customs and religious faith, 

visitors should stop at the many votive shrines scattered along the main 

roads and in the countryside.  Known as 'fiureddi' or 'cappilluzze', as they 

are called in vernacular, such places constitute, in popular culture, real 

sanctuaries where, for centuries, worshippers who were unable to reach the 

Sanctuary of Custonaci or Mount Erice to pay homage to the Virgin Mary, 

would stop instead.  A great number of humble devout people have paid 

their respects and prayed at these sites.  Many people were devoted to 

different saints whose small images the shrines hosted.  People asked for 

the intercession of a saint to be cured of an illness o for any other need. 

 In 1741 35 churches and oratories existed in the district of Valderice.  

Part of such heritage has been lost or irremediably damaged, like, for 

instance, the church of San Barnaba, which, according to Castronovo was 

built in the Norman period (XII century), or, according to other scholars, 

even before the arrival of the Arabs.  On the silent hill, the mute stones and 

the unsteady arches of San Barnaba are evidence of the centuries of history 

that such hermitage has gone through, hosting Cistercian monks coming 

from the East and in 1919 reduced a heap of rubble. 

 The rural character of the area can be seen not only in the devotion to 

St Barnabas but also to St Mark, which is related to Spring farming 

activities documented since the XV century.  A church dedicated to St 

Mark was built in 1600s in what was then a hamlet - today one of 

Valderice's neighbourhoods - going by the same name.  The current 

church, dedicated to Maria Santissima della Purità (Saint Mary of Purity), 

was built thanks to Don Natale Ancona in 1866 opposite the original 

church. 

 Another religious building is the church of Apostolo Sant'Andrea in 

the then hamlet with the same name.  Castronovo reports that the original 

structure already existed in the Norman period, while the current building 

dates back to the middle of the 1800s.  The church of San Giacomo Minore 

in the Ragosia hamlet was founded by the priest Giacomo Barbieri from 

Erice.  The church, extended and embellished in 1726 and restored in 

1855, features a altar with a plaster statue of St James, and a maiolica 

floor.  The adjacent large house, which Castronovo reports dating back to 

1630, is today summer residence of the Rallo family. 



 On the outskirts of Casalbianco hamlet visitors will find Pietra 

Incarnata, an area called after the colour and the name of the calcareous 

alabaster which was mined there.  In 1874, thanks to money raised by local 

dwellers, a church dedicated to the Immaculate Conception and to St 

Julian Martyr was built there. 

 Leaning to a rock, the Sanctuary of Maria Santissima di Misericordia 

(Our Lady of Mercy), which has been a site of pilgrimage for centuries, 

was built in the then hamlet of the same name (Misericordia) in the 1600s.  

The current structure dating back to 1769 was commissioned by don 

Francesco Stacca and designed by the architect from Trapani Giovanni 

Biagio Amico.  Don Stacca also gives the name to the fountain located by 

the main road of Misericordia, for which he commissioned a dome, 'cubba' 

in vernaculal, to provide a cover over the fountain.  For this reason the 

place is now called 'Cuba di Stacca'.  Going back to the sanctuary, the 

church presents a single nave with three altars and a big dome, under 

which, behind the main altar, visitors will find an oil painting representing 

Our Lady of Mercy pleading for humankind before her Son. The church 

has been restored in 1979.  The sanctuary was erected on the site of a 

previous 1600s chapel containing the painting.  The image is said to have 

cured an old craftsman from Erice named 'zio Girolamo Verderame'.  The 

prodigious recovery through the intercession of the Virgin Mary inspired 

the devotion of the faithful towards the image and gave rise to a lasting, 

heart-felt, lively cult.  Every year on 8 September, the day of the Nativity 

of Mary, a procession goes thorugh the narrow, curvy roads of 

Misericordia, decorated for the occasion with small altars.  The 

commemoration renews families' faith towards the Mother of God, 

dispenser of hope. 
 


